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MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  ANNUAL  REPORT 


For  1904. 


Ryton-on-Tyne, 

6th  February,  1905. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Ryton  Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  lay  before  you  my  Annual  Report  for  tlie  year 
1904. 

Population. — In  calculating  the  vital  statistics  for  the 
year  I  have  taken  9,500  as  the  estimate  of  the  population, 
which,  I  think,  is  more  likely  to  be  an  under  than  an  over 
estimate. 

Births. — The  number  of  births  registered  is  335,  con¬ 
sisting  of  179  males  and  156  females,  and  the  annual  birth¬ 
rate,  therefore,  35'26.  This  is  slightly  higher  than  that  for 
the  previous  year  34‘02,  slightly  lower  than  the  birth-rate 
for  the  County  35*6,  but  distinctly  higher  than  that  for 
England  and  Wales  at  27'9-  The  only  higher  birth-rate 
during  the  past  five  years  was  in  1902,  when  it  was  37*9. 

Deaths. — The  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the 
year  was  144,  and  the  death-rate  15*  15  per  i,ooo,  comparing 
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favourably  with  the  previous  year  at  i5'43,  with  the  County 
i'ate  at  18-3,  and  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  at  i6*2. 
The  following  table  enables  a  comparison  to  be  made  with 
former  years  :  — 


1898. 

..Number  of  deaths 

T35> 

death-rate 

17-68 

1899. 

•  •  n 

120, 

n 

ES’H 

1900. 

*  *  >1 

128, 

n 

I5'49 

1901. 

n 

T34> 

I5,75 

1902. 

•  n 

no, 

)) 

12-57 

I9°3- 

•  •  n 

142, 

n 

I5'43 

1904. 

•  n 

144, 

I5‘I5 

The  ages  at  death  are  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 


Under 

Under 

Over 

i  year. 

5  years. 

5  years. 

Total 

1st  quarter 

...  7 

...  7  . 

16  . 

30 

2nd  „ 

...  6 

...  6  . 

•  23  . 

•  35 

3rd  » 

...  21 

...  3  . 

..  21  .. 

••  45 

4th  „ 

•••  5 

...  7  . 

..  22  . 

34 

39 

23 

82 

144 

This  shows  that  33 '09  per  cent,  of  the  total  number  of  deaths 
occurred  in  children  under  1  year,  while  the  annual  infantile 
mortality  rate  per  1,000  births  is  116-41.  As  seen  from  the 
following  table  this  infantile  mortality  i'ate,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  the  year  1902,  when  it  was  99'09,  is  the  lowest  we 
have  had  during  the  past  seven  years,  while  it  compares 
very  favourably  with  the  County  rate  162,  the  rate  for  Eng¬ 
land  and  Wales  146,  and  the  rate  for  rural  England  and 
Wales  125. 


Infant  mortality  rate  for  the  last  7  years  : — 

Per  1,000  births. 


1898  .. 

Number  of  deaths  under  1  year,  40  ; 

rate, 

147 

1899  .. 

•  n 

yy 

42  ; 

yy 

151 

1900  .. 

•  yy 

yy 

43  ; 

yy 

161-65 

1901  .. 

•  n 

y  y 

52 ; 

y  y 

184-19 

1902  .. 

•  yy 

y « 

33 ; 

yy 

99'°9 

1903  .. 

•  y  y 

yy 

47 ; 

y  y 

150-16 

1904  .. 

•  yy 

yy 

39 ; 

y  y 

116-41 

Causes 

of  Death  : —  Under 

i  year. 

Under 

5  years. 

Over 

5  years. 

Total. 

Measles 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

0 

...  3  ... 

3 

...  6 

Whooping  Cough . . . 

4 

...  4  ... 

0 

...  8 

Diarrhoea 

20 

1 

1 

...  22 

Phthisis 

0 

...  0  ... 

10 

...  10 

Bronchitis 

5 

...  0  ... 

1 

...  6 

Pneumonia 

4 

...  3  ... 

9 

...  16 

Fleart  Disease 

0 

...  0  ... 

10 

...  10 

Injuries 

0 

0 

5 

•••  5 

Croup 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Other  Causes 

6 

...  10  ... 

43 

•••  59 

39 

23 

82 

144 

The  Chief  Causes  of  Death  of  Children  under 
5  years  of  age,  therefore,  are  : — 

Diarrhoea  .  .  .  •  •  .  21 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  .  .  12 

Whooping  Cough  . .  . .  8 

Scarlet  Fever  .  .  . .  .  .  3 

Measles  .  .  •  •  •  •  1 

Croup  .  .  •  •  •  •  1 
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Zymotic  diseases  thus  caused  12  deaths  of  children  under 
5  years  of  age  ;  Respiratory  diseases,  12  ;  and  Diarrhoea,  21. 

The  following  table  shows  the  comparison  with  former 
years : — 


Zymotic 

Disease. 

Respiratory 

Disease. 

Diarrhoea. 

1898 

II 

14 

21 

1899 

8 

12 

!3 

1900 

4 

15 

6 

1901 

12 

7 

1 7  ' 

1902 

9 

7 

3 

1903 

5 

12 

5 

1904 

12 

12 

21 

The  total  mortality  for  Zymotic  disease, 

at  all  ages,  is 

Scarlet  Fever  .  .  .  .  6 

Measles  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Whooping  Cough  . .  .  .  8 
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This  represents  a  Zymotic  Death-rate  of  1-57  per 
1,000,  nearly  double  that  of  the  previous  year,  but  still  well 
below  the  County  rate  of  2‘59,  and  the  rate  for  England  and 
Wales,  1-94. 

Zymotic  Dkath-rate  for  the  east  7  years  : — 


Zymotic 

Deaths. 

Rate 

per  r.ooo. 

Mortality 
per  cent,  of 
Total  Deaths 

1898  . . 

13 

1 ’9 

9-85 

1899  . . 

II 

I‘29 

9‘i6 

1900  . . 

4 

0-47 

3-12 

1901  . . 

18 

2  11 

• •  T3'43 

1902  . . 

13 

1  ‘48 

..  irS 

1903  .  . 

8 

•86 

5-6 

1904  .  . 

J5 

i’57 

io'4i 

The  chief  cause  of  the  increased  Zymotic  death-rate  is 
due  to  Whooping  Cough,  which  was  very  prevalent  during 
the  early  spring,  complicated  with  Bronchitis  and  Broncho- 
Pneumonia,  and  caused  8  deaths,  representing  a  rate  per 
1,000  of  0’S4,  comparing  unfavourably  with  the  County  rate 
o-43,  and  our  own  rate  last  year  of  oio. 

Scarlet  Fever  lias  also  been  more  fatal  than  it  has 
been  since  1901,  when  it  caused  also  6  deaths,  and  it  has 
been  increasing  in  virulence  during  the  last  two  or  three 
months.  Some  of  the  fatal  cases  were  of  a  very  malignant 
type.  The  Scarlatina  rate  is  o'63  per  1,000,  very  considera¬ 
bly  above  the  County  rate  O' 16. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  have  been  greatly  in  excess 
of  the  two  preceding  years,  and  number  22  at  all  ages. 
This  represents  a  Diarrhoea  rate  of  2 '31  per  1,000,  com¬ 
paring  very  unfavourably  with  the  previous  year  o'54,  aud 
with  the  County  rate  of  C95.  It  is  to  be  noted,  however, 
that  in  the  County  rate  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  are  classified 
as  separate  diseases,  whereas  I  include  both  under  the  one 
heading.  When  included  the  County  rate  amounts  to  1-33 
per  1,000.  The  increased  prevalence  of  aud  mortality  from 
Diarrhoea  is  due  to  the  long  continued  warm  aud  dry  sum¬ 
mer  and  autumn. 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  there  has  been  110  fatality  from 
Enteric  Fever,  and  none  from  Diphtheria,  and  although 
Measles  has  been  very  prevalent  it  is  satisfactory  to  find 
that  there  has  only  been  one  death  from  it. 

But  on  the  other  hand  the  mortality  from  Diseases 
of  the  Respiratory  Organs  has  been  rather  over  the 
average,  thus  :  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  caused  22  deaths, 
and  Phthisis  10,  giving  a  Respiratory  death-rate  of  2'3i, 
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and  a  Phthisis  rate  of  ro6  ;  the  County  Respiratory  rate 
being  2^92,  and  the  Phthisis  rate  roy. 

The  following  table  shows  the  deaths  from  Respiratory 
Diseases  during  the  past  7  years  : — 

Bronchitis  and 


Pneumonia. 

Rate. 

Phthisis. 

Rate. 

1898 

.  .  28 

3‘6 

IO  . 

•  I’3I 

1899 

.  .  20 

2'5 

•  •  3  • 

•  037 

1900 

.  .  28 

2’2g 

.  .  12  . 

.  i'4 

1901 

.  .  16 

r88 

•  •  5  • 

•  0-58 

1902 

•  •  15 

CO 

M 

•  •  3  • 

•  0-34 

1903 

16 

173 

•  •  9  • 

•  °'97 

1904 

.  .  22  .  . 

2-31 

10  . 

.  ro6 

Deaths  from  Heart  Disease,  10  in  number,  give  a 
rate  of  ro6,  the  number  for  last  year  being  11,  and  the  rate 
rig. 
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NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  a  marked  diminution  in 
tlie  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified.  Alto¬ 
gether  125  cases  have  been  reported,  just  about  half  the 
number  of  the  previous  year.  The  following  table  enables 
a  comparison  to  be  made  with  previous  years  : — 


In  1898 

there  were 

notified 

61 

r899 

n 

n 

107 

1900 

n 

n 

69 

1901 

?  > 

)> 

203 

1902 

n 

n 

215 

1903 

j) 

>> 

247 

1904 

n 

125 

The  varieties  of  Infections  Diseases  and  the  number  of 
cases  of  each  are  as  follows  :  — 


Under 

5  years. 

Over 

5  years. 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

. .  29  . . 

48  .. 

77 

Diphtheria 

0  . . 

14  . . 

14 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

5  •  • 

0 

Continued  Fever 

. .  0  . . 

4  . . 

4 

Erysipelas 

.  .  I  •  . 

20  . . 

21 

Smallpox 

1 

1 

2 

Puerperal  Fever 

0  . . 

1 

1 

32 

93 

!25 

10 


Comparing  the  number  and  varieties  of  Infectious  Disease 
with  former  years  we  get  the  following  : — 


1898. 

1899. 

I9OO. 

I9OI. 

1902. 

1903. 

1904 

Scarlet  Fever  .  . 

32  • 

.  42  . 

•■34  • 

•I75 

.  .186 

.  .216 

•  •  77 

Diphtheria 

0  . 

.  12  . 

.  10  . 

•  14 

•  •  1 7 

.  .  8 

.  .  14 

Enteric  Fever  . . 

20  . 

.  40  . 

•  14  • 

•  5 

. .  6 

.  .  8 

.  .  6 

Continued  Fever 

2  . 

.  2  . 

•  4  • 

•  5 

.  .  2 

. .  0 

••  4 

Erysipelas 

7  • 

.  11  . 

•  7  • 

•  4 

.  •  2 

..  14 

.  .  21 

Smallpox 

0  . 

.  0  . 

.  0  . 

.  0 

.  .  O 

.  .  0 

2 

Puerperal  Fever 

0  . 

.  0  . 

.  1  . 

.  0 

2 

1 

. .  1 

Scarlet  Fever,  as  in  former  years,  constitutes  the 
great  bulk  of  the  Infectious  Diseases.  It  has  not  been  con¬ 
fined  to  any  one  district,  but  has  been  fairly  well  distributed 
over  the  whole.  Its  occurrence  during  the  year,  month  by 
month,  is  as  follows  : — 

ist  Quarter.  2nd  Quarter.  3rd  Quarter.  4th  Quarter. 

January  .  .  6  April  .  .  2  July  .  .  14  October  8 

February  1  May  .  .  3  August  .  .  10  November  3 

March  ..  1  June  ..11  September  12  December  6 

8  16  36  17 

The  greatest  number  of  cases  in  this,  as  previous  years, 
has  thus  occurred  during  the  3rd  quarter,  and  the  least  in 
the  winter  and  spring  quarters.  Scarlet  Fever  is  a  difficult 
disease  to  stamp  out  under  any  conditions,  but  it  will  never 
be  done  until  the  general  public  take  a  more  serious  view 
of  the  dangers  connected  with  it,  and  till  the  early  cases 
can  be  isolated.  The  want  of  a  hospital  for  Infectious 
Disease  makes  that  impossible  at  present ;  but  now  that,  as 
I  understand,  the  Conjoint  Committee  for  providing  an 
Isolation  Ftospital  has  got  to  work,  we  may  hope  that  in  the 
course  of  a  few  years  such  a  hospital  may  become  a  reality. 
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Diphtheria. — The  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  distributed 
thus  :  4  at  Crawcrook  in  separate  houses,  having  no  connec¬ 
tion  with  one  another  ;  4  at  Clara,  2  being  in  one  house, 
the  other  2  in  separate  houses  ;  1  at  Stargate  ;  3  at  Wood- 
side,  all  in  one  house  ;  2  at  Rutter’s  Terrace,  in  one  house. 
It  is  a  matter  of  satisfaction  that  in  14  cases  of  Diphtheria 
there  has  been  no  fatality.  Every  case  was  treated  by 
antitoxin  as  soon  as  it  was  diagnosed,  and  in  most  cases 
improvement  was  marked. 

Enteric  Fever. — The  6  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  were 
sporadic  cases,  all  occurring  in  separate  districts,  and  having 
no  connection  with  each  other,  and  attributable  to  local 
conditions.  There  was  no  fatality  from  the  disease. 

Smallpox. — For  the  first  time  for  many  years  2  cases 
of  Smallpox  occurred  in  the  district.  Thanks,  however,  to 
the  foresight  of  your  Council  in  having  a  Smallpox  Hospital 
ready  for  occupation,  the  cases  were  isolated  at  once,  the 
Contacts  disinfected,  vaccinated,  and  re-vaccinated,  and 
there  was  in  neither  case  any  further  spread  of  the  disease. 

Puerperal  Fever. — As  in  last  year,  1  case  of  Puerperal 
Fever  was  reported,  whieli  proved  fatal. 
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GENERAL, 

SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  WORK  in  1904. 


By  the  kindness  and  courtesy  of  your  Surveyor,  Mr. 
Dalton,  I  ain  able  to  present  to  you  the  following  Summary 
of  Sanitary  work  done  during  the  year  under  his  super¬ 
vision,  and  to  append  his  Tabular  Statement. 

General. — The  usual  systematic  inspection  for  the 
detection  and  prevention  of  nuisances  has  been  carried  out. 
Disinfectants  have  been  supplied,  and  houses  and  schools 
fumigated. 

Water  Supply. — The  consumption  of  water  in  the 
district,  including  all  trade  and  sanitary  purposes,  has  been 
at  the  average  rate  of  io‘3i  gallons  per  head  per  day, 
estimated  on  the  population  of  8,300  supplied  by  the  Council. 
The  quantity  supplied  during  the  year  was  31,337,000 
gallons,  viz.  :  Chopwell  water,  8,397,000  gallons  ;  Whittle 
Dene  water,  22,940,000  gallons. 

Sewerage. — A  new  outfall  sewer  has  been  constructed 
at  Addison  to  replace  old  defective  outlet.  The  sewers 
generally  have  been  systematically  cleansed,  flushed,  and 
disinfected. 

Hospital. — ’The  temporary  hospital  erected  in  1902  was 
first  used  in  April  for  the  reception  of  a  case  of  Smallpox, 
and  proved  extremely  useful. 

Private  Streets. — Several  of  the  private  streets  in  the 
district  have  been  considerably  improved  through  the 


efforts  of  the  Council.  Northumberland  Road  is  being 
made  passable  by  the  owners.  Back  South  Beech  Grove 
Terrace  has  been  improved  ;  and  in  the  case  of  Algernon 
Terrace,  the  street  has  been  properly  paved  by  the  Council, 
at  the  expense  of  the  owners.  The  Stella  Coal  Company 
have  set  an  excellent  example  to  other  builders  in  having 
the  streets,  in  connection  with  new  houses  erected  by  them 
at  Moor  View  and  Buddie  Gardens,  made  with  proper  foot¬ 
paths,  &c.,  at  the  time  the  houses  were  occupied.  The 
Company  have  also  greatly  improved  the  streets  at  Emma 
Ville,  and  are  doing  the  same  with  those  at  Addison. 
There  is  still  much  to  be  done  in  this  way,  and  the  Council 
should  not  relax  their  efforts  until  the  whole  of  the  private 
streets  in  the  district  have  been  put  into  reasonably  passable 
condition. 

Open  Spaces. — Although  some  improvement  has  been 
made  in  the  condition  of  some  of  the  yards  and  open  spaces 
in  connection  with  dwelling-houses,  there  are  still  several 
cases  in  which  proper  paving  is  desirable.  Among  those 
to  which  attention  might  be  more  particularly  directed  are 
the  yards  at  Algernon  Terrace,  Norman  Street,  and  Spencer’s 
Buildings. 

o 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JAMES  W.  SMITH, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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COUNTY  OF  DURHAM. 

Summary  of  IVork  done  in  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances'  Department 
during  the  year  1904,  in  the  Urban  District  of  Ryton. 


Public  Health  Acts. 

Dwelling-houses  and  .Schools — 
Structural  Defects 

Slaughter-houses 
•Ashpits  and  Privies. . 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure 
Waterclosets  . . 

Defective  Yard  Paving 
House  Drainage 
Water  Supply  . . 

Animals  Improperly  Kept  . . 
Other  Nuisances 

Totals 


o- .o„  O  ^I'o  8  5  . 

u  3  "Ji  1  5  u 

A  a  rsv  S-3  a,s- 

a  3  o  o  o5  s.Sdo 
a  is  o  %  B  X  Z  >.  s  s  ?  a  2 

-  s< 


1 

6 

10 

14 

2 
2 

14 


1 

6 

11 

14 


14 


5  •  •  5 

1  . .  1 

5  1  I  2 


60  4  I  5S 


General  Remarks 


* 


*  Please  state  the  number  of  asli-privies  that  have  been  replaced  by  small  ash-closets 

or  by  water-closets. 


Precautions  against 
Infectious  Disease. 

Dots  of  Infectious  Bedding  destroyed 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious 
Disease 

Schools  Disinfected  after  Infectious 
Disease  . . 

Prosecutions  for  exposure  of  infected 
persons  or  things 

Convictions  for  exposure  of  infected 
persons  or  things 


Number. 

Remarks. 

2 

By  Inspector  (in  other 

|  cases  materials  sup- 
1  plied  for  use  by  oc- 

3 

)  cupants). 

1 

1 

JOHN  P.  DABTON,  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


TABLES 


Vital  Statistics  for  the  Whole  District  during  1904  and  Previous  Years. 
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Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  during1  the 

Year  1904. 


Notifiable  Disease. 

Cases  Notified  in  Whole  District. 

At  all 
Ages. 

At  Ages 

— Years. 

Under 

1- 

1  to  5. 

5  to 
15. 

15  to 
25. 

25  to 
G5. 

65  and 
upwds 

Smallpox 

2 

1 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

Cholera 

•• 

.. 

•• 

Diphtheria 

14 

10 

3 

1 

Membranous  Croup  . . 

Erysipelas 

21 

1 

1 

2 

1G 

1 

Scarlet  Fever. 

77 

1 

28 

40 

3 

5 

Typhus  Fever 

Enteric  Fever 

G 

1 

2 

•  • 

3 

Relapsing  Fever 

•• 

Continued  Fever 

4 

2 

2 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

•• 

•• 

i 

Plague 

•  * 

*  * 

Totals 

125 

3 

29 

55 

8 

29 

1 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1904 


Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of 
Residents  whether  occurring  in  or 
heyond  the  District. 


Causes  of  Death. 
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3  S 

*  & 

id  "C 
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3 

~  C 
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•>i  c 

O  3. 

Small-pox.. 

M  easles 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria  and  Membranous 
Croup  . . 

Croup 

/  Typhus  . . 

Fever  [  Enteric  . . 

(  Other  Continued 
Epidemic  Influenza 
Cholera 
Plague 
Diarrhoea  . . 

Enteritis 

Puerperal  Fever  . . 
Erysipelas.. 

Other  Septic  Diseases 
Phthisis 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

Pleurisy  . . 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory 
Organs 

Alcoholism  ) 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  J 
Venereal  Diseases 
Premature  Birth  . . 

Diseases  and  Accidents  of 
Parturition 
Heart  Diseases 
Accidents  . . 

Suicides  . . 

All  other  causes  . . 

All  causes 
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.  , 

8 

4 
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1  " 

•  • 

1 

1 

.. 

22 

20 

1 

. 

1 

" 

1 

.. 

1 

1 

1 

10 

,  , 

5 

5 

9 

4 

1 

2 

2 

7 

4 

3 

5 

.. 

1 

10 

4 

3 

4 

5 

•  • 

1 

1 

.  . 

1 

1 

" 

1 

i 

10 

.  . 

2 

4 

4 

5 

•• 

i 

i 

3 

35 

2 

0 

4 

5 

8 

10 

144 

39 

23 

12 

14 

33 

23 

